THE BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM
came to the Amalgamated English Ethical Society's principal
centre.
" The Commissioner is a man of distinction and power/'said
Dr. Barnes. " He is a member of the Upper Proletarian House.
His magnificent motor car is preceded by another carrying two
comrades of the rank and file. One helps him to remove his
coat, and his secretary follows unobtrusively behind.
" The scene, in fact, reminds the observant angels of the visit
of the Lord Bishop two centuries before,
" The Commissioner, urbane and condescending, is compelled
to observe that some ethical societies are not quite orthodox in
their doctrine of the State. At these words a ripple of fear is
observed among the forty badly crippled men who were present
at the last purge.
" The Commissioner finds himself compelled to stress the
urgent need for immediate rearmament. Drawing a moral from
history he recalls the magnificent contribution of aeroplane
engines made at Birmingham during the War which preceded
the revolution, of which they were the proud heirs, and says that
if it were not for those engines they might still be believing in
Christianity.**
Dr. Barnes has little patience with those comfortable people
who abuse the dole and tell you it is ruining England. " What
untold misery it has averted and how litde it is wasted ! ** he
says.
In private life he is the most gracious of men ; and much
pleasanter life would be if that most charming of qualities "were
more cultivated ! He is an enthralling conversationalist; he
makes evolution and biology more exciting than any fiction.
No one is more tolerant to human failings. "When recendy the
bench of bishops were quarrelling as to whether divorced persons
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